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THANKING SHARON LOLLIO 

(Mr. BISHOP of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to an in-
spirational constituent and friend in 
my district, Sharon Lollio. Sharon is 
working tirelessly to plan a Michigan 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 
Monument in our capital city of Lan-
sing. 

This is important because Michigan 
remains one of the last States to have 
a law enforcement memorial, and Shar-
on is making it her mission to see that 
this important project does not fall by 
the wayside by raising awareness to 
the issue of violence against law en-
forcement and the importance of hon-
oring the fallen through a permanent 
memorial in Michigan’s Eighth Dis-
trict. 

Once constructed, the memorial will 
be a place of quiet refuge for Michigan 
residents to reflect on the ultimate 
sacrifice made by the men and women 
who keep us safe. 

We have lost many Michigan officers 
in the line of duty over the last few 
years, and we owe it to them, their 
families and friends, and the entire law 
enforcement community to honor them 
with this special tribute. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Sharon 
Lollio for her hard work raising the 
funds and awareness for the Michigan 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 
Monument. I thank Sharon for her en-
during commitment to our men and 
women in blue and their loved ones. 

I am grateful to all those who put 
their lives on the line to protect our 
community. 

f 

HONORING CARRIE MEEK 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the inspiring work 
of former Congresswoman Carrie Meek. 

Hailing from my home State of Flor-
ida, Carrie grew up in a family where 
giving back to the community was a 
top priority. Throughout her many 
years of dedicated work, Carrie served 
as special assistant to the vice presi-
dent of my alma mater, Miami Dade 
College, where she was instrumental in 
the desegregation of the school. 

In 1982, Carrie became the first Afri-
can American elected to the floor of 
the senate, and my husband, Dexter, 
and I were proud to work alongside her 
on behalf of our community. Carrie and 
I later carried our bipartisan efforts to 
the marbled Halls of Congress. 

As a Congresswoman, Carrie’s cov-
eted seat on the Appropriations Com-
mittee allowed her to fight for much- 
needed aid to south Florida after the 
devastating impact of Hurricane An-
drew. 

Following her retirement from Con-
gress, Carrie established the Carrie 

Meek Foundation, promoting programs 
in housing, education, health, and eco-
nomic development to improve the 
quality of life for the most vulnerable 
members of our society. 

At the age of 91, Carrie continues to 
demonstrate her affection for selfless 
public service. She is an example to be 
followed. 

Congratulations to Carrie Meek. 
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FAMILY VALUES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, it 
has been a most interesting day here in 
Washington, D.C., this last week in 
which we have seen the battle royal 
over the repeal of the Affordable Care 
Act. I want to really speak about the 
Affordable Care Act, what it has man-
aged to do for Americans. 

Much of the conversation over these 
last several days has been on the other 
side of it: how it could be repealed and 
how, somehow, that would be good for 
Americans. 

But the Congressional Budget Office 
has made it clear that the bill that 
passed the House of Representatives 
some time ago, about a month and a 
half ago, was bad news for Americans. 
Some 18 million people would lose their 
health insurance in very short order 
within a year or so, and some 24 mil-
lion would lose their health insurance 
over the next 5 to 7 years. That is a ter-
rible situation. 

When you take a look at what has 
happened in the recent period since 
2014 when the Affordable Care Act was 
actually in full force, we have found 
many millions of Americans with in-
surance. 

In my own State of California, we 
now have over 5 million Californians 
with insurance that they previously 
did not have. About 1.5 million of those 
Californians are in the exchange—the 
California exchange, which we call 
Covered California—and another 3.5 
million are covered in the expanded 
Medicaid program. That is good news. 

It is also good news that people who 
previously were unable to take care of 
their medical issues found coverage. 

I remember a woman, actually, my 
wife’s beautician, who came to her as 
the Affordable Care Act was imple-
mented in California and told her: At 
last I can get insurance. My husband 
and I are going to have a baby—or we 
want to have a baby. We couldn’t af-
ford it before. But now I have insur-
ance. I am on the exchange. I have the 
subsidy, and I can afford it—family val-
ues. 

In the last 6 months, as the new ad-
ministration has taken hold and as the 
repeal of the Affordable Care Act has 
become the talk of the Nation, in a 
more recent visit, she said: We have de-
layed getting pregnant because we are 

not sure if I can have insurance. If they 
repeal, if they kill ObamaCare, I won’t 
have insurance, and we won’t have a 
baby. 

b 1800 
Family values. I want to talk about 

values: family values and others. 
I used this last week, and I am going 

to use it over and over again, because 
this is a statement of values. This is 
from Franklin Delano Roosevelt in the 
midst of the Great Depression. 

President Roosevelt said this: ‘‘The 
test of our progress is not whether we 
add more to the abundance of those 
who have much; it is whether we pro-
vide enough for those who have too lit-
tle.’’ 

That is a statement of values. That is 
a statement of purpose. That is the 
reason why he and the Democrats, dur-
ing the Great Depression, took the ac-
tions like, for example, Social Secu-
rity. For those who have little, Social 
Security. 

Then, again, in the sixties, for those 
who have little, this same statement of 
value came into place. During Lyndon 
Johnson’s Presidency, the Democrats 
created Medicare for seniors—men and 
women over 65. All you needed to do to 
get health insurance was to live until 
you were 65 years of age. They also 
added Medicaid for the poor—prin-
cipally, children and mothers. 

It is a statement of values. It is a 
statement of purpose. It is a statement 
of where their heart lies and what they 
thought was important. 

Today, we are working on the Afford-
able Care Act, sometimes, often deri-
sively, called ObamaCare. But many of 
us proudly call it ObamaCare, where 5 
million Californians have health insur-
ance. Across this Nation, there are 20 
million in all States, although some 
States chose not to extend the method 
of buying insurance on the exchanges. 
And so the Federal exchange exists. 

This House went the opposite direc-
tion. So what did it mean? The unin-
sured rate in America declined down to 
the lowest number ever in our history, 
as men, women, and families were able 
to get health insurance. 

I think of a farmer, a single woman 
in my district, who never had insur-
ance, never could get health insurance, 
couldn’t afford it until the Affordable 
Care Act, ObamaCare, came along. She 
was able to get insurance. She was able 
to get cancer treatment. If she didn’t 
have insurance, she surely would have 
died. We have countless examples. 

When I was the insurance commis-
sioner in California, we would always 
fight the insurance companies over 
their denial of insurance. They used to 
call it preexisting conditions. Since the 
Affordable Care Act went into place in 
2011 and 2012, preexisting conditions 
were no longer legal as a mechanism 
for denying insurance in the United 
States of America. Insurance compa-
nies could not rate people on pre-
existing conditions. 

I remember those lists. It was two 
pages. As insurance commissioner, peo-
ple would come to me and say: Why do 
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